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PREFACE

On December 1, 1997, President William Jefferson Clinton signed the 50 States Coin
Program Act, ostensibly Ato promote the diff
States, their history and geographot, and the
really as a cheap ploy to control inflation by encouraging jingoistic Amertocacallect
worthless coins and thereby voluntarily take them out of circulation. But did | care?

Heck no! | was literally ecstatic the first time | saw Caesar Rodney galloping off to the
Continental Congress on the obverse side of a Delaware quanexs from the Denver

Mint, and my father was sure to see that we got one from Philadelphia too before the
month was out. Next came Pennsylvania, followed by New Jersey and Georgia; and by
the time the Mint had reached my native State of Connecticut weakready beginning

to debate what symbol should have the honor of decorating the impending currency of
Oregon.

Though we were somewhat strapped for ideas
guarter had to at | east Ibd osswlmerort HamwaMiss s i
schoolhouse on the praifienuchless Wi sconsi n6s cheese advertis
from the State of Michigan which was literally a map of the State of Michigan. Though

there was constant disagreement, for me, the choice for Oneggoabvious:
Imagine a picture of a man sitting in his car while pulled up to a gas station, his headed
pivoted to the right and facing out the passersigewindow as he patiently waits for
someone to come pump his gas. In the next lane dwvaya Hadingi brandishing a
baseball bat is seen beating the shit out of a parked statiagon while a visibly
shaken Sasquatch frantically diald-4 from the convenience store pplgone.
By early 2003 | had worked up the courage to email it off to GovdredKulangoski as

a suggestion. Several weeks later, either he or one of his assistants later wrote back,

briefly saying fADear Mr. Van Vechten. Cut e,
email address on the gover hhave éti yetdoffree ci al A mo
myself from.

Undaunted, | next designédvhat | believed to bé the second most

historically/socially significant representation of the State of Oregon:
Imagine a grass strewn beach seemingly evacuated save for a solitargfignineg

from the sands. It was the Nov. 1970 fAwhale bomb
p hr ais®@mpértyrannoks bef ore | ater | earning that Virginia
motto, even after Lincol noewordisgwiths si nati on. Hasti
ficonservation and progre8s and, again, sent it off to Governor

Nno response.
You can thus imagine my sheer outrage upon later discovering that Cratérd.ake
solitary body of water buried at the bottom of a deadarmd miles from any city of even
respectable siZewas selected to represent MY state. Outraged, but hardly surprised.
| 6d never deny that Crater Lake is stunnin
Yel |l owst one and Yos e hatistgpical of the regmre sontldet r epr es e

1 50 States Commemoraéi Coin Program (Enrolled Bill (Sent to President)), S. 1228, Sec. (1:B),
http://www-cs-students.stanford.edu/~erikr/S1228.html
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Auni ver sal charmo of the Pacific Northwest.
an anomaly. Whale bombings, on the other Haalbng with a series of other rendering
mishaps and adventuréseflect a pecliar pattern endemic to our region which | believe
is of far greater social significance. That conviction prompted me to embark upon a
seventhimonth journey to prove thatjust as the business of hunting whales played a
tremendous role in forging the ikity of the American Northeastthe experience of
disposing of whales shaped the character of the Pacific Northwest.

This thesis is the byproduct of a journey into uncharted waters. It was inspired by a
peopl ebdbs notions of bgmaturé geographyeeligodaat i ty as f
dynamite. It was propelled by stemgiling, myth, mystery and memory. To my
knowledge, there has never been a study quite like it before.

|l must state upfront that |1 &d&m anestbhutegoni an
| am committed to die here. This is my home, and therefore | must alert my readers to be
on guard for regional biases and prejudices.

INTRODUCTION

Her man Mel ville once said that: Ato produc
mighty amémeymnvel y Manodés speci al relationshinp
and indeed mighty a theme as any. In popular fiction, myth and even religion, whales
traditionally have played the role of great-seansters. Whether their intended purpose
istoserve as metaphorical foils to a narrative
people, prophets and even pathological puppets alivese super whales have long
served to remind us of the awesome power of nature and the ultimate futility of trying to
defy a higher power. The whales #&dnah Moby Dick andPinocchioare classic
examples of such supeetaceans that seemingly spawn maelstroms in their gaping
mouths and typhoons with their massive tails. But in recent years thevggles of
lore havebeen relegated to the ranks of the nearly domesticated anthropomorphized
ani mals of Mands seemingl yculwrewhalesoftddeyd nat ur a
generally serve as symbols of a fragile environmeintiorthe unique case of the Makah
Indiansia | ost peopl ebdbs redempti on. Nature, it
is as capable of manipulation as it is of being manipulated.

As is Man. For more then a century and a half, venture capitalists and land
speculators have struggled to usgionmental illustrations to promote the Pacific
Northwest. It traditionally has been a hard sell. While tacitly acknowledged as
stunningly beautiful, tim@anda gai n t he regionds dreary, mon o
enough to depress even the most tveiatd Midwesterner: inevitably sending at least
some immigrants to an eternal rehab in Southern California. Even the legendary Sir
Francis Draké possibly the first European to explore the Oregon Qopsbved no
match for a land enveloped inwhathelar cal |l ed fAthe most vile,
f 0 g o @ut despite poor reviews, the region has never failed to produce and attract
bold men eager to promote the Northwest cause. And when investors fail to capitalize on

2 http://thinkexist.com/quotation/to_produce_a_mighty legou_must_choose_a_mighty/208339.html
% http://encarta .msn.com/encyclopedia_76155821®regon.html



the region6s Ekclinmtedhey have alwaysdbeeh dble 1o ase a pristine
Anatural settingo to compensate.
This pattern, however, can be a tad deceptive. As Jamedq layghor ofSelling

Seattle’ cautioned:
It is important to recognize the historical specificity oftfarar conceptualizations of
nature, and to acknowledge the constructed and co
for most of the regionds history nature has had t
function. On the one hand nature helped sell thfie&orthwest to settlers and
investors as an area of abundant, exploitable res
logging, fishing, mining and other ancillary industries. On the other hand, it has been
firevered as a sour coeutodfo oare sftehcerteiact ipolne.adss ur e and

This shifting dualistic fiecotopiao Lyon desc
the region until the nation was hit by the dramas of the 1970s: specifically the rise of a
new national environmentalism that coupled withrdlux of ultra-Left immigrants to
the Pacific as the Age of Aquarius drew to a close. Urban centers like Eugene, Portland
and especially Seattle were dramatically transformed in the process. As one observer
| ater noted Aéin r enteenttheyefairrsstSebaitgt Icei thyaési nb e
citieséwhere people have come tdndiclbser ci ty i n
they did. So close in fact that today many Northwesterners openly associate any assault
on nature to bé at the very lesti an assault on their way of life. When it comes to
managing the environment, both capitalism and conservationism ultimately become ideas
ent wined with identity. Manbés shifting rela
It could be argued thatie pl aces today are as militant a
the Pacific Northwest. In addition to being the cradle and former headquarters of
Greenpeacée the Northwest has led the charge to establish marine sanctuaries, abolish
Sea World style aquariumg,ut | aw and then regul ate fAhumane:
Americans andl in the case of the State of Washingiomd o pt t he orca as t he
of fi ci almafmamtddndedd, sne would be hard pressed to dispute that the
consensus view ohe Pacific Northwest is that cetacearas a zoological ordérare
exceptionally majestic creatures whilst in t
exceptionally vulnerable to even the indire¢t u n n a t activity bf Man. And at no
time is ths perceived vulnerability more clearly demonstrated than when one happens to
wash ashore.
Unlike so many other seaeatures, when a whale beaches itself, its size and girth
make it an inescapable distraction that ultimately disrupts the modern fantasy of
unspoiled ordered wilderness. Often it generates concern amongeaiing observers
who too often conclude that mamade pollutiori toxic, sonic or otherwisgis to
Abl ame. O But whi | e -tharbehigniimpacton theahealtfiroars had a
oceans over the past timindred years, the truth of the matter is that whales beach
themselves. Nobody really knows why, but throughout recorded history it has been a
constant phenomenon: so common in fact that until the twentieth céntury wevenn 6 t

“See Jesse Appl eg a tindSearch of theRadific [Borthwest: Thie Histadicy@phy of
Oregon and Washingtoithe Pacific Historical Reviewol. 50, No 4. (Nov., 1981) 416 JSTOR.

® James LyonsSelling Seattle(London: Wallflower Press, 2004), 43

® Lyons, 40

" The Northwest also remains the only stronghold of the American Cetacean Society outside of California.




seriously questioned; much leset with any concerf.In fact, according to

Amsterdambés Rijksmuseum, during both the siXx
popul ar i mages o-papeeofiphantdeocor dasedl fhe ho
Dutch people were: fAsuccessful sea and | and

One study from the early 1990s suggested that more than 2000 members of the cetacean
family beach themselves around the world every Y&and at least 76 different spes
of whale have been found on Oregonds beaches
most commort?

Yet despite the perfectly natural act of beaching, hurnamsl perhaps residents of
the Pacific Northwest in particularhave become uncomfortablettvithis disruption, a
fact which ultimately unmasks the modern mystique of our fictitious wilderness lifestyle.
It is an irony worthy of our age that, in our attempt to reconnect with nature, we have
become less aware of what is natural.

| contend that tis aforementioned transition from Monstro and Moby Dick to Shamu
and Keiko largely paralleled the rise of an urbanized environmental culture in the Pacific
Northwest. | also demonstrate how whales have always served as symbols of shifting
significance fotthe region, and that they are often assigned a commercial significance
related to either the collection or conservation of natural resources. | go on to suggest
that the previously unexamined process of disposing of beached drift whales on

Northwestsha@s i s a revealing | ens through which t
relationship to nature. And | ultimately conclude that, as artificial symbols of both
regi onal identi ty an doeathedwhales subconsantshy | i rregul

encourage Northwesternes to seek moralmaterial redemption, whist concurrently
spurring a broader regional transformation.

Since April of 2007 | have gut through a proverbial whale of research developing this
thesis. Now, as | sit down to prepare my final draft whilst so mpuewiously
unexamined information remains at my disposal, | feel that at least some unstructured
overlap is both inevitable and acceptable in presenting my arguineititbegin by
examining the early symbolism of whales in both indigenous and immigpaigties of
the Pacific Northwest before jumping to the rise of a commercial whaling industry that
dramatically altered the demographics of the region before going into a slow decline that
subsequent obscured the cultural significance of whales in tlomreghe final three
sections will examine the awkwardness of whale carcass disposal during the twentieth
century and the clashes of culture that subsequently developed through such movements
as urbanization, environmentalism, and tourism, whitdgethe with the media
dramatically shaped the modern identity of the Pacific Northwest.

SECTION |
FISH STORIES & FACTS

8 Although apparently the aient sage Aristotle took time to record whale strandings ithitoria
animalium

° Prints in the Dutch Golden Age: from art to shelf pafjksmuseum Amsterdam. Found at
http://www.rijksmuseum.nl/tentoonstelling/vé&unsttot-kastpapier?lang=en

19 Anthony R. MartinWhales and DolphingLondon: Salamander Books, 1991)

1125 grays were found at 25 separate locations in 2000 alone. Paul Lirifmeafxploding Wale: and
Other Remarkable Stories from the Evening Ne(@grtland WestWind Press, 2003y
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By January of 1806, the spirits of the Corps of Discovery were perhaps at their lowest
ebb. To these juxtaposed Jeffersoniartee Pacit Northwest was cold, wet and rotting
away at their collective morale like the ever constant mildew in their buckskins. Isolated
at Fort Clatsop, there was no buffalo to hunt. The elk and deer herds had been quickly
exhausted and all there was to eamedrom the newly discovered Naturals: roots,
berries and dog me&tAnd then, on the third of January, something new arrived: whale
blubber.

To the appetites of men whose diet had long since become bored beyond exhaustion,
the whale meat was like a Gochs& The Clatsops told them it came from the
neighboring Killamook¥ to the south, where a whale had apparently been thrown from
the sea and floundered on the shore.

With their stomachs now piqued by the prospect of more blubber, Captain William
Clark quickly organized a scavenging party and prepared himself for the two day journey
to where the whale was reported to have landedhis diary, Captain Meriwether Lewis
recorded that the evening before they set out, Sacagawea appealed to the captains to be
allowed to accompany the men on their journey to see the whale. The explorers were
apparently at first ambivalent about allowing the Shoshone woman to go with them, but
allegedly Sacagaweain one of the more forceful declarations of her own individyali
complained that fAshe had traveled a | ong way
visit the coast, and now with this big fish on the beach she should be permitted to see
b o t*hFomwhatever reason, the captains uncharacteristically relentieis tndigenous
slave womands request. Unfortunately, by th
T two days latei the Natives had already stripped the cartitmslly clean to the bone,
leaving only a skeleton behind for Sacagawea and the explar admire.

From the earliest days of European exploration, through the advent of permanent
White settlement, this was surely how drifti
washing ashore on the beaches of Oregon and Washington; meat would quickly be
salvaged, oil processed, guts and bones preserved and cured before either being sold to
neighboring tribes as raw material or refined into manufactured goods and other useful
tools. More importantly and this is key wherever a whale washed ashoreyould
briefly become the nucleus of indigenous economic and cultural exch@hay& and
Sacagawea may have been too late for the whale, but they were just in time to take part in
the spontaneous economic boom its disposal created.

From up and down th®regon coast, Clark recorded that Native merchants had
congregated to exchange everything from baskets and furs to arrows and clubs. Trade

2yes, | recognize | am applying an inaccurate ethnocentric classification by blanketing the Corps of

Di scovery with catchy t ernmiannosloo gwh elni kien frJeuaxltiatpyo sSeadc alge
would never have qualified or subscribed to any political affiliation while Charbonneau was not even an
American citizen. What can | say, | m a raging bigot
BCaptain Clarkdés 11/ 24/ 1o, 8d. TheJournals of theoLawisd Clark Gary E. N\
Expedition,13vols. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2001), 6885

“Captain Lewisod 1/TBeJautnalsof tieerh éwis . Clark Expedititsi 162464

Al so known as fATillamooks. 0

18 From the journal of Captain William Claikrecorded by Stephen E Ambrosindaunted Courage,

(New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996328.




was active, bartering was fierce and the prices were apparently exotbiwettthis
brief anecdote, foreverpress« ed i n Cl arkés journal, was mor
intercultural commerce. It was also an examplelwdle culture exchange~or both the
explorers and the Killamooks, the whale was a symbol of both tremendous spiritual and
historical significance.
For Clark and his compatriots, the whale was subconsciousjynédol of redemption
Schooled in the basics of the Bible, they were all familiar with the stalgratr® In
this parable, the whale is often reachaymbol for a world that is out of ordex world
that has been disturbed by Jonahoés failure t
upsetting the natural ordef creation'® Ultimately Jonahis a fable with a moral: fail to
obey the Lord, become fidimit. By the time God finally orders the whabefree Jonah
by vomiting him onto a beach, some three days fateis previous fears of persecution
by the people of Nineveh have vanished and he has seemingly been redeemed as a holy
crusader for Gog'
This was the whal e c slroughtrwih therh.eAs @aptain t i ng Vi

Lewis later recorded in his journal:
Small as the store is [of whale meat] we prize it highly, and thank the hand of providence
for directing the whale to us, and think him much more kind to us then he was to Jonah,
havingsent this monster to swvallowedby usinstead oswallowingofuss Jonads

did*?
But for the Native Northwesterners, the whale was not only rich in symbolism, it was
al so fundamental to their societiesd core un
Colombia to Northern California, the whale creature of the séavas paradoxically
tied to the Nativeds interpretation of the |

extremities that formed its natural identity.

In fact many tribes, particully those residing in northern Washington through
southern Canada, believed that all of creation rested on the back of a giant whale and that
when such things as earthquakes or flooding occurred, it was because said whale was

" Before returning to Fort Clatsop, Clark was able to persuade the Natives into supplying the Corps with

some 300 pounds ofieat and a few gallons of gilboth of which he must have considered exceedingly

valuable as they were purchased at what Ecola State
p r i btte://lewisandclarktrail.com/section4/orcities /seaside/ecola/indexHudrhis part, Clark

concluded that the high price was related to the Nati
1/8/1806 entry)

8 The prophecalled by God to preach against the evils of Nineveh only to disobey his lord and flee to

Tarshish where he was intercepted and safely consumec
See: i J o nah Kaqldmes Viessigritiitp:/wevw.j@susis-lord.com/jonah.htm

YWhales do not eat people. I'n fact, for centuries tF
That is partially why Jo noaub &vesmighiofor exampleitrélateittos eems so st
being swallowed by a cow.

®The number fA30 is similarly significant in the Chri s

transformation. Jesus, for example, rose from the dead precisely three days aftecifikion having

undergone a transfiguration through his dissension (and subsequent conquest) into Hell.

2L |n 1883, Italian author Carlo Collodi drew on this theme of transformation when he composed his

ti mel ess c hlielaweantara d Binmohid. anghss stary, the pathological puppet is swallowed

by a great whale named Monstr o wh Geppetosltisohlysafter c ons umed
escaping from the whale and rescu@dgppettahat the previously corruptible Pinocchio engoes a

moral transformation that convinces the Blue Ferry tt
boy. o

2 Ambrose, 328
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battling with its arch enemiy Thunderbird (the sky) who was concurrently trying to

harpoon it with its talons (lightningf. Among the northern tribes, the orthodox

interpretation of these epic battles between Whale and Thunderbird usually concluded

with Thunderbird driving histaltbs deep i nto Whal ebs back, but
to kill the great sea mammal with them. Instead, upon contact, Whale cleverly drags

Thunderbird (whose talons are now caught i n
where Thunderbird is subsequigrdrowned?®*
This story has been called Auniqueo to the

In fact, for the people residing in the Puget Sound area all the way south to what is today
northern California, the conclusion to this story was/is dramnibtiddéferent. Among
these tribes, the land did not rest on the back of Whale but wastratisformedoy
Thunderbirdbds battl es wit hhaWingjustdrivehlms t hei r ve
tal ons i nt & coWwdgeoustydakes thgatchkag Whale out of the water in
the process. Thunderbird then drops Whale on dry land where a final desperate battle
ensues. During this struggle, Whale violently thrashes his tale and fins about, beating
what was previousl!l y arasds aslppes ey ane eaviflBsh i nt o t
Finally, Whale is slain. Over the following years, the blubber from his massive corpse
melts into the soil, leaving only his boriethe modern Olympic and Cascade rarigés
testify to his onetime greatneSs.
While the contrasted conclusions to what is otherwise a facsimile story may be
interesting, with regard to the issue of whale carcass disposal, there is at least one
observation that can be madethe precolonized coastal Natives of thad#ic
Northwest the worldwasa whale carcass. One whj just like the occasional corpse
that happened to wash ashore at Egollanuary of 1806, provided them with an
abundance of resourééshat both shaped and sustained their sociéties.
Not surprisingly, as Lewis ardlark observed, the Clatsops had developed a refined
whale culture that consumed every element of their ideintigght down to the clothes

BADating the 1700 Cascadia Earthquake: Great Coastal
Research LettefisVolume 76, Number 2 March/April 2005, 144.

%4 This is often cited as a testament as to why the sky is not so full of lightning and thunder as it was before

the battle with Whale.

% Once viewed sipagan superstition, seismolstgitoday now use indigenosisries of Whale and

Thunderbird to explain a host of geological activities that rocked thegwes&Clark PNW.(See: Tom

Paul son, AWhen Thunder bi r dealil@aRosintelighncéVRepdriter2 Mar,h e Ear t h ¢
2001. Found at Seatlepi.com@& T hunder bi rd and Whale; a Cascadia Megat
I ndi an The Raeifit lartiiwest Seismic NetworfQnline collection of scholarly works and

primary sources] University of Washington Dept. of Earth and Space Sciences: Dec. 2, 2002.

“ADating the 1700 Cascadara hEauratkhegsu ai krist4N483 Saveet SQ ooar si teasl .
stories also say that the Rocky Mountainds are Whal ef¢
VictorBSchef fer, iThe Whal es a®The AnericanMidlansl Nardlist, Wa s hi ngt o
Vol. 39, No. 2 (Mar. 1948p261

% A later Thunderbird figure in Native mythology is credited with teaching mankind how to hunt whales

and survive by them. In this version, Thunderbird is no longer a competitor with Whale, but instead a
master wio, moreor-l ess, commands the great sea monster
the whale that swallowed Jonah. (See: Reagan, Albert B..&id/. Walters,i Tal es fr om t
Qu i | eThetJeurnal of American Folkore, Vol. 46, No. 182 (Ot-Dec. 1933.)

6s
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they wore?® In short, the whale carcassind the stories of hunting and salvaging that

surrounded it was, in e form or another, a visible pillar for everything in Native

culture ranging from politics to social etiquetteeligion,*® economics, art and musit.
Clark, however, was unimpressdaevitably, he nonchalantly summarized the

significance of this threday adventur® in a single convoluted sentence:
| proceded on a Short distance to the whale which was nothing more than a Sceleton, of
105 feet long, we took out a few bones and returned to the Cabins at the mouth of the
Creek, and attempted to tradelwihos people who | found Close and Capricious, would
not trade the smallest piece except they thought they got an advantage ofjétie, bar
their disposition iveritious, & independant in trade, they offered to trade for Elk of
which we had not?

Onthesur f ace, this account suggests that Cl ark
commercial and perhaps partially zoological. That is to say, he obviously appreciated the
carcass as a source of sustenance and was interested enough in its dimelnstbas to
measuring it, but he was otherwise uninspired and unimpressed. Unlike Lewis, for whom
the whale inspired thoughts of Jonah that subsequently inspired a subconscious desire for
redemption, Clark apparently failed to see any kind of higher signdi&a the carcass.
Furthermore, Clark a civilized man of scienciedid not feel any kind of personal
affinity with the skeleton like the Clatsops and Killamooks may have. Such sentiments
were reserved for | esser meanfwhawasveiyor Char bo
i mpatient to go with n'éAndyenttereisaproblemwithe f or e i
the aforementioned account.

Clarkbés measurements placed the whalebs sk
di dndét bot her ttbe statdeanarkimgfthg indideneat vehpt & aawd=sola
State Park is of a gray whale: a common cetacean to Northwest waters which still washes
ashore to this day. Yet the largest gray whale ever recorded, in any ocean, was just a few
inches over 50 feetlg°i | ess t han half the size of Clar ki
also common Northwest cetaceans, have not been measured at more tharf 58rfeet.
although theydédve never been known to swim mu
Californiai blue whaleg the largest creatures on the planet, do not generally exceed 80
feet in lengtt?’ This leaves the modern Lewis and Clark supporter with the unenviable

®As Cl ar k Ry rwear. & hat of a conic figureéon these
different colours, but most commonly only black and white are emphasized. These figures are faint

representations of whales, canoesand¢thetp o oneer s dawisAnédGlarkgrailcdme m. 0

¥T.T. Waterman, fThe Whal i ng Bigesitypfwashingtoo, 19588he Makah |
40.

#The man danced and became a great shaman. For ten
told them where he had been and what he had seen, and said that whenever they wanted to have a whale he
woul d get one. 0 From a Tillamook | egreeodledbyf how Thunc
Franz Boas.

#2Whi ch he had i miuteisal loyf d thteb evh atllee 0fi as t hough scaven.
heroic pursuit worthy of some classical knight r ant . (See Capt aTheJo@hasr kb6s 1/ 5/

of the Lewis & Clark Expedition5:167168.)

¥Captain CIl ar k 8he Jolirhal bf th8 I0ewis &ClarkExpediti@1180

¥Captain Cl ar k 8he Jolirhab bf th8 Iewis &GlarkExpeditjidh1171

% Keith Banister and DeAndrew Campbell, ede Encyclopedia of Aquatic Lif¢New York:

Checkmark Books, 1985) 322

% The Encyclopedia of Aquatic Lif&16

3" The Encyclopedia of Aquatic Lifé830i though some sources claim that they have been measured as
much as 110 feet and a few Lewis and Clark historians have hypothesized that the whale that washed




task of reconciling exactly how Clark was able to stumble upon the skeleton of a creature
that was 25 fedbnger than any known to maf.
Possibly Clark had simply mismeasured the caftasshough it o6s di fficul
imagine exactly how a man with so much experience, expertise, and equipped with the
finest field technology of his day, could make such an egusgoror. Clark was a
competent soldier who had distinguished his frontier prowess countless times over the
course of his life. He would have read the instructions President Jefferson had outlined
for the Corps in detait,i nscsudnog thet Piebs
to be taken with *§Andyet Claskehadmolssengd sacreaturerthatc y . 0
probably did not exist.
In a chapter calleBeing First,Thomas P Slaughtérauthor ofExploring Lewis and
Clark: Reflections oMen and Wildernesgeneralized that:

The explorer, as a European, is both assertive and insecure about his superiority to
whatever and whomever he discovers. If he were not the product of a culture at once

curious, restless, and greedy, he would havestal homeé. The | onger he is awa
home, the less sure he is about his-a@lfth, the more violent he becomes, and the more
mi stakes he makes. The Afactso he brings with hi

untrue. He is far from objective, frequy miscomprehends interpersonal exchariges
language being only one of many barriers to communicétimd is a poor judge of

people, especially himself. His all consuming desire to be first, to find people, places and
things that are new, overwhelmis judgment and often leads him to exaggerate arfd lie.

Clark, like Lewis, had wanted to discover a northwest passag#,@oradqg a lost tribe
of Israeli but all had eluded him. Instead, he had found a whateat least the skeleton
ofone. A wha e which he honestly couldndét even hayv
every Native on the Oregon coast knew about it before him. But still, he was a genuine
explorer. And as such, Clark could become the first to record the skeleton for posterity.
In doing so, he could exaggerate the size of the carcass in order to embellish its
significance.

Perhaps Clark was attempting to attract whalers to the region by promoting its shores
of plenty. 't woul dndt have Ibcassestodttaet f i r st
settlers to new lan&sand both Clark and Lewis had already gone to great lengths to
recall the ease with which beaver and otter could be trapped on the Oregon coast; though
whatever enthusiasimh ei r j our nal sé& magyfurtraae, theairl about a
emigrant salepitch was literally dampened by their consistent condemnation of the
regionbds climate.

ashore might ideed have been a blue whale that had drifted into warmers currents than what exist today.

Since no blue whale carcass has | anded on an Oregon
that these theories are rubbish.

38 And 40ft longer than ancarcass ever to wash ashore in Oregon.

39 paul Russell Cutright, author and defendeefiwether Lewis: Naturalishas suggested that

conditions may not have been conducive to take exact measurement.

“Jeffersondbs I nstructi dountdoihewRirofebsme -BekckmBhds Hi
for the Spring of 2007.

*! Thomas P. SlaughteExploring Lewis and ClarkNew York: Vintage Books, 2003), 3.

“2|n 1614 John Smith, founder of Jamestown, had successfully marketed the coastsietoutzy

Massachusetts to a hodgepodge of wdadd=nglish settlers including the Puritans who eventually

emigrated to the regidnwith tales of shorelines littered with the bones of dumb and docile whales who

would make easy pickings and high profit§See Eric Jay Dolin, Leviathahhe History of Whaling in

Americg 2529)
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More-likely, as Slaughter suggests, Clark felt insecure about what he was doing so far
out West, and had already stumbled upon a pglathltural convergence. Just like the
Aprimitiveo Killamooks he had come to despis
sense of identity and even sefivorth1 with that of a dead whale. In effect, the carcass
had become a monument to the explagiad at the time it somehow seemed essential
that it be as big as the expedition Clark thought he was leattirmfher words, it was an
attempt at redemption.

That Clark is guilty of telling a fish story is inconsequential. That Clark came to the
Clatsops with one whale culture and left with something other is vital.

Ultimately, the modern historian is left to accept either one of two conclusions.

A: The incident on January 8, 1806, was ultimately a clash of cetacean cultures.
When it was over, th€latsops had disposed of a whale and Clark had designed a carcass.
In the process of inventing this seieature, Clark had inadvertently faltered into the
realm of the local savages who associated whale carrion with creation. He would now
use said casss to help create a myth of discovery that would remain with the Corps into
modern times.

B: The conditions on the ground were such that Clark accidentally mistook the
skeleton of whale that was probably-&@tlong or less for the deceivingly precise
length of 105 feet.

SECTION I
ORIGINS & TRANSITIONS

Nominally, if less authentically, Claiklike the rest of the explorers in the Corps of
Discoveryi was a Christian. So too were the majority of pioneers that proceeded him.
But whatever their thdogy, the morality of these newcomers was increasingly coming
under the influence of British economist Adam Smith, who in 1776 had argiliée in

Wealth of Nationghat:
It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer or the baker, that weaxpect
dinner, but from their regard to their own interest. We address ourselves, not to their
humanity, but to their selbve, and never talk to them of our own necessities but of their
advantages. Nobody but a beggar chuses to depend chiefly uponegkielbree of his
fellow citizen®®

As economi st Robert Reich | ater observed Wi
provided a moral justification for motives that had been morally suspect in Western
thought for t#H élensetnhdtsbamnprodectve dependant was
morally reprehensible.
Though anthropologist have recently suggested that neighboring tribes may have
followed their example, the Makah remain the only indigenous nation of what is today
the continental United States whomlaeologist have been able to confirm hunted
whales before the arrival of Europeans. The remaining coastal tribes, as Clark observed,
were primarily marine scavengérs.

43 Adam Smith The Wealth of NationgNew York: The Modern Library, 2000), 15.

“Robert Reich, | ntr dheWealhodNatiohsdNewdvark: The Slodern Likdng
2000), xviii.
“ATheir food is principally fish that is thrown on th

Cl ar kos 1/The JbBnalsof thenLewisy&,Clark Expedition
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Whil e of course there were more whales in
today, exactly how many happened to beach themselves on Northwest shores would
naturally have fluctuated from yeto-year. Because entire communities very likely
depended on these chance events, the inabil:i
beaching behavior must have confounded the Clatsops to no end, much as it continues to
confound modern biologists. In 1973, for example, only four whales happened to land on
Washingtonds beaches o0 \%Sixydafs aterchoneves4l of an e
sperm whales washed ashore on a beach near Florence, Oregon, over the course of a
single dayt’

Such instability fostered a religious depe
Many nations erected specially housed shrines in their communities wheri@gmo
individualsi most often chief$ would spend long hours praying and ritually purifying
themselves in order to attract beached whales to their sHoFes.the Natives, these
shrines reflected their unwavering faith in a spiritually enthused w&vbat would
always provide for them as long as they continued to live a pious existence. But for the
Euro-Americans, such shrines were only further evidence of an already widely held belief
that indigenous Northwesterners were lazy dependants of Mé#tere who were
greatly in need of moral redemption. As contact with Whites led to trade, many tribes did
assimilate European whaling technology into their culture and subsequently adopted
more capitalisdriven sentiments by, for example, convertingrtisérines into holy
places for devout whalers: rather than scaventjelonetheless, scavenging contintied
even in the face of growing disapproval from dominating outsiers.

I n the decades foll owing the Cotwpso6 visit,
chall enge the centricity of the whale carcas
civilizations: threatening to destabilize entire societies in the prétessiong these
invaders was frontiersman James G. Swan. Swan, who kept extensive diaries of

6 Two of which were subsequently salvaged by the Slater Musédtatoral History at the University of

Puget Sound. Gary Shugda&tay Whale (PSM 24093¥%later Museumhttp://www.ups.edu/x11833.xml
““ASon of aTraBcriptulyel 994. 5The Oregon Departmenfloénsportation employee

magazine.

8 The harvesting of such whales wiaspiritually speaking a tricky task. Most tribes attributed the

advent of a beached whale to a Thunderbird hunting expedition. Often Thunderbird would allow the
peopleto takethehal e meat it did not want or coul dndét carry.
offended Thunderbird could expect nothing less then fist size hail to rain down on them before being turned
to stombundB8ebi id Tur mnJaleRimm thé Hoh ahd Quietif@24-322

“9The most famous of these shrines is the Nootka Whalers Shrine, iniésipite the stalwart efforts of

native peoples to repatriate the artifact to indigenous communities, currently remains part of the American
Museumo f Nat ur al Hi ®duglas HandGone BVhaling: A tSéarmfor Orcas in Northwest
Waters,(Seattle: Sasquatch Books, 1994) p170.

*When exactly White Americans developed a distaste foc
days driftwhales were the subject of endless disputes between settlers, colonial governments and even
ministries, all of whom attempted to lay claim to at least a portion of the beached blubber. Dolin argues
that such disputes helped lead to the creation of sotte efarliest formal legal jurisdictions in New

England, and provided a stable source of tax revenue for colonial governments. (Do#8) pddwis and

Clark certainly appreciated dining on the drift whale that had landed at Ecola in 1806, so atid¢astsas

the early 18 century cetacean scavenging was certainly not taboo.

*1 This happened in countless ways. Everything from removing Natives from the shore where they could
salvage whale blubber, to oveunting, to introducing Anglo/Christian i@l standards and perspectives

that taught Natives to reject the whale from their society
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Terntorial Washington during the mid 1850s, once recorded a salvaging incident that
took place between Toke Point and Grays Harbor following the conclusion of treaty
negotiations between local chiefs and the Territorial GovernPheBbserving the
traditionaleconomic and cultural exchange that spontaneously always flared up whenever
a whale washed ashore, Swan found himself uncharacteristically appalled.

This capped the climax of all dirty, greasy, filt
whowasonthegound earl vy, had taken up a claim near the
carved out a space to stand in, was securely hous
bel l vy, his head and arms projecting out between t

entirely naked, bsmeared with blood and grease, and as happy as possible. Other

Indians were cutting and carving away at the blubber, which they would pack on the

backs of their slaves and retainers in pieces of about fifty pounds each, to be carried to

their respectivé e nt sél shoul d as soon attrebbewpt maki ng a mesz:
shoe, dipped in train oil, as to attempt masticating dried whale blubber; but the Indians

like it, and the whole party, children and all, were besmeared with grease from head to

foot andhad a most ancientand fishi ke smel | about themél did not re
about the whale; the sight and smell for about fiftedémutes satisfied me that | had

learned all that was worth knowing about the Indian method of procuring whéte oil.

Luckly f or settlers who shared Swandés Vviews on
occur increasingly less frequently over the following decades as White industrialists
rapidly depleted both the population of whales and Indians until both practically qualified
as fAendangered species. 0 Sadly, there is |i
would have derailed the general White popul a
settlers in the Pacific Northwest had converted to the creed of thdie&dmethren out
east and essentially become slaves to the cult of efficiency. Many were, in fact, more
appalled by the sloth the Natives seemingly exercised in their disposing of carcasses than
the actual act of rendering itself. As one article primettie Jan. 15, 1853 issueTie
Columbianlamented:

The whale fishery off our coast is also, at present, carried on exclusively by Indians in

their frail canoes, and with their imperfect apparétusthout any of the regular fixtures

for extracting tle oil; and with what success, the result of the last few years has given a

very favorable evidence of whatightbe done by the experienced whalers of the
Atlantic.>*

Another article, published in the same newspaper, reprinted a story that had initially bee

published in théaltimore Americarn some 3,000 miles away. It excitedly described a

new method of hunting whales via an electric

of the whale eight tremendous stanm&tats of el e

the muscles of the whale and depri®ing it of
Such interest was partly inspired by an obvious abundance of whales in the Territorial

waters; par fiuaflev bk o ggevdgrnonisaackSters was sure to

What the understood politi calrivadadntheshdrésofdlatieés of t hi s
who had just signed away théands to the U.S. Governmeinexactly was at the timevould be

interesting to explore in future research.

%3 Swan, p36@864.

“AFisheri es ofifultimdteempérance td Nother@ Oragssicy The Columbian15 Jan.

1853, p. 2, coll. Found afhe Washington Stateithrary and State Archives.

®AKilling whal BieColumbiand Qetcl852, p.d,icaByFouad afhe Washington State
Library and State Archives. Whether or not the Natives would have been as impreBsedCasumbian
with suchnoveltie i s doubt ful . After all, they already had T

flight through the air.o
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highlight when he made his 1854 trip back east to encourage wealthy speculators and
investors to move west and enj cyButasilee best W

from profits, Stevens made | fficiencyiawhaling, hat Wa s
as in other industries, was at least partially about giving the territory a national identity
through commerce. Stevens repeatedly referr

nationalwe al t ho and c | os e mhgtlmeNewaEnglaadwhaersahht: not e, t
AThe union of this distant shore with my ol d
greatest branches of trade, would be to me a
Stevensd attempt t oNacsdhmmeartwinalsl ywemd ttiho manldi z e
sort of transcontinental cultural unity was not entirely successful. Nonetheless,
commercial whaling did come to the Pacific Northwest: ultimately at the expense of the
indigenous population.
Thisisnottosugget t hat all Washingtonians opposed
regard to whale carcass hunting and disposal. In 1854 a brief article published in the
Washington Pioneeannounced the sad drowning of Captain Wm. M. Rowland, during a
whaling t rdipd imheSound &ither betause he managed to swim to
shore or because his skin was red, the artic
whom Captain Rowland had chosen to risk his life whaling with, but his story
nonetheless reveals that at lesmine Whites and Natives could cooperatively appreciate
and exchange cetacean cultures: even in the midst of rapid change.
Nonet heless, as demonstrated both by Gover
mountain of whaling articles that had preceded,Washingtonians of the 1850s had
come to identify themselves and the future of their territory with whale blubber. It was
thus only a matter of time before whaling inspired a new phase of manifest destiny.
I n the mont hs f ol | oMativesgncr8asirgly benasné peaved er n t
as obstacles to progress and were subsequently removed in order to better control the
coastline where fisheries and processing plants could be established. Even the Makah
tribe, whom Stevensi @l wietdhifin hteh eanotsd r reintt e ypda
how AThey take the whale with harpoons, spea
in their whaling excursions, in their light canoes, an almost incredible distance from
| a rdveré not spared the fate obre t t | e me rselflove m&aliy had Humped
t he Makahoés proven record of efficient Aprod
Yet, although its impact was losigrmi especially for indigenous communities that
subsequently underwent major demographic shifte whaling manishat swept
through the Pacific Northwest during the 1850s was short lived. Crude petroleum was
discovered in Western Pennsylvania just four years after the Makah were formally
ejected from their ancestral homes at Neah Bay. By that point most majac&mer
metropolises were already lighting their streets either with cheajpilasdwith a

cleaner burningcoddased i nnovation called fAkerosene. 0
industryds death bl ow. As -wdl colldpungpsnord 8 5 9 a
“AlLetter of Governor Stevens to Hon, Jos. Grinnell, a

| n d u sRionegr,add Democrat/17/18%, page 2, Column 2. FoundBte Washington State Library
and State Archives

A Dr o w rWashingion PioneeP8 Jan. 1854, P. 3, Cdl, Found afThe Washington State Library and
State Archives.

A1 ndi an PioneerardDemocrah0, Feb 1855, p. 2, Col. 5. Found Ebund afThe

Washington State Library and State Archives.
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barrels of lamgoil in a day than the best Nantucket whaling ships could produce in three
years>®
Then, war broke out between the states.
For four long years Northwest seaman had nothing to read in the paper but gloomy
reports of atrocitiekabitually perpetrated against whalers by one side or the other. In an
attempt to enforce Lincolnds quarantine of t
New England whale boats simply to sink them in Charleston Harbor. Meanwhile,
enterprising Confederatesitfitted a Britishbuilt privateer vessel calleshenandoaf’
Launched in October of 1864, the infamous commerce raider became the only vessel to
circumnavigate the globe while flying the starsdbars: sinking or capturing no less
than 38 Yankee whalghips in the process (includinglh at wer e sunk after
surrender at AppomattoR’) All told, at least 80 whatships were sunk by one side or
the other over the course of the War, and the imposing cost of rebuilding such a fleet
probably hastenedite i ndust® yo6s decline.
So too did the increasing scarcity of whales. No figures exist regarding exactly what
the population of commercial whales was but by all accounts by the 1870s it was
becoming increasingly difficult to find worthwhile pods. Onddrign later attributed
this decline to Acivilized societyds al most
inventive capacity for obtaining profits, combined to bring about near extinction of
almost every species of whale. The Pacific Northwesistry was a leader in this
worl dwi de dcepopul ation. o

Amazingly, however, the Northwestoés whalin
next century, but it would do so primarily as a luxury trade that generated slim profits.
Whale bone orivorywouldbe key component to the industry

was so much simpler to trap and massacre seal or walrus herds once they came ashore,
and often cheaper to import elephant, rhino or hippo tusks from Africa, the concept of
financing extended ovezas whaling voyages no longer made sense.

Lacking any apparent economic incentive to emotionally invest in the whale, the
cetaceands cul tural/ mor alipehagsmifalorafthen ce s e e mi
more commercially lucrative salmon that hageibecome an enduring totem for the
region. The extent of the regionbés indiffer
illustrated by a sardonically crafted 1890 editorial, published ihyden Pioneer Press
Using simple matteof-fact language, the Nomest contributor summed up all that he

thought to be reasonably important to know about whales:
The whale is a mammal...The female whale does not lay eggs like the fish, but produces
her young alive, like the Piute Indian and other brutes. She nursewheoung,
especially if help should be scarce, and sometimes becomes the head of quite a family.
The father, however, is quite migratory and irresponsible to a degree. Whales live to a
great age and lead a very wet and uneventful lifeeyTare takemith the harpoofy*

Caleb Crain, fiThere She Bl e WheNdwverket2B Aug.@40%, p78.f Amer i c &
0 Seattle Weekly Gazettd, The Rebel PiirTatei ShenBedbrh2%tliyon of Whal e
1865, p. 2, col. 1.

. The CSS Shenandoah finally agreed to surrender in August of 1865, some four months after the

termination of the Civil War, thus agreeing to suspend indefinitely its plan of attacking Saisé¢wanc

%2 Crain, p78.

% Donald C. Cutter, review d@dn theNorthwest: Commercial Whaling in the Pacific Northwest, 1790

1967,by Robert Lloyd The Western Historical Quarterlyol. 21, No. 3. (Aug. 1990): p36368 JSTOR.

“Bill Nye, AThmbiaws leddentPimmeer&iosR2uMay 1890, p. 3, col. 4.
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Thus whales, like the Piute and other Northwest tribes, no longer sparked much interest
among the first residents of the newly annexed State of Washington, and so their cultural
significance had been altered to oblivion. To the EAmgerican mindset neither
creature seemed economically viable and so they were essentially ejected from both the
regionds pd&st and present

By the dawn of the twentieth century, the Native populations of the Pacific Northwest
had almost completely been didged from what for centuries had been their scavenging
beaches. Henceforth, whenever a whale happened to wash ashore or beach itself, it
would be up to the Whitenan to dispose of its remains. During this period of transition,
the whale culture of theaeific Northwest would dramatically shift. And yet, much of the
mystique about what had been there before would somehow survive into modern times:
most notably notions of moral/material redemption spawning broader
cultural/environmental transformationsutBhis would all transpire in the years to
follow, for 18591913 was an age of whatelture decline for the Pacific Northwest: and
in a sense, it was subsequently an era of profound tragedy. As Eric J Dolin, author of
Leviathan noted, driftwhale carcases had helped lay the foundation for colonial
Americads earliest notions of jurisdiction,
review the countless magisterial cases heard throughout colonial New England, that
reflect endless disputes over the enship of driftwhales based on where carcasses
happened to land or who was first to discover ti®tn,see that at osme deaewhales
were contentious sources of private interest. Yet although the earliest Pacific
Northwesterns had once revered ewfiales as gifts from God, by the twentieth century
they had gone from private interests to public inconveniences.

Perhaps no one understood this better than
West, who in 1913 relassified beachedhales under the ignomous heading of
coast alisfudbeklkerqgiuetntly assigning them to the S
operational jurisdictiofi’ Since there were relatively few automobiles in Oreigon
anywhere else for that mattiein 1913° and even fewer paved roads drghways
(hence the need to drive on beaches) one can

% The Indian in particular remained an inconvenient and inescapable skeleton in therVilhited s c | os et
well into the 28 Century. InTacoma Invites YoG.E. Stevens attempted toweite the history of his

region to make it seem more palpable to-lké nded ent r e p McethisecGardes oftheGodseaa st :
last came the masters of civilizatibrthe white man who has transmuted primeval solitudes into

habitations for his race; anddre, inspired by the sublimity of nature on every hand, he has builded his vast

cities, his great systems of railways and his mighty fleets which plough the waters of every ocean... There

may be found precious relics of the earlier history of the stateation gathered from all sources, not the

least of which is the extensive and valuable collection of curious relics of that race nemighedktincti

the NobleRedMan( C. E. St evens, Hbtarg369Readepib&22) es Yo uo

A The c lgrethatdeifswhalimgihad become an important occupation in the colonies was the rise of
government oversightéfights over who owned such whal e
General Court stepped in to keep the peace. On March 7, 1644, therdeu the town be divided into

four wards of eleven persons each, and when a whale was found, each ward was required to offer two
people, chosen by |l ot, to do the honors of cuttin
determiningwhavoul d profit from -43pe whal es. 0 (Dolin, p4
" Paul LinnmanThe Exploding Whale: and Other Remarkable Stories from the Evening kresvdand

WestWinds Press, 2003].

%t was not until the mid 1930s that the car replaced the horse as the prietand of personal

transportation. Max Boo¥ar Made New: Weapons, Warriors and the Making of the Modern World

(New York: Gotham Books, 2006) 207.

g it
1
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to treat beached whales as Adebriso not only
maintaining the flow of traffic, but alsbansformativeambitions, suchsafinding a way
to convince enough people with cars (people with money) to move to Oregon.
SECTION IV
THE HORNET WHO STUNG A DUCK

As already stated, prior to the twentieth century it had not been unusual for beached
whales to inspire thoughts of redemptia the Pacific Northwest. But on at least one
occasion, the carcass of a beached whale provided that fulfillment in itself.

In April of 1918, Prince Lucien Campbéllpresident of the infantile University of
Oregoni sat down and composed a series tiéts to friends and especially
superintendents of public schools around the state. At least four of these letters have
since been archived by the University, but the concern they reflect and the subsequent
responses from previously unmentioned individuglggests that he probably wrote

more® The letters all begin as follows:
| am told that some injury is being done the University in various sections of the state by
a scurrilous propaganda of abuse which is being carried on by a Mr. Fullerton, who
resices in the county a mile or two from Eugene. He has been printing for some time a
smal | sheet called AThe Hornetod devoted to viciou
absolutely ignored this publication, for the reason that any attention which migaiche p
to it would only dignify his campaign and bring him into the khght of publicity,
which he so earnestly desires. | am sending this letter to a few personal friends to make
inquiry whether there is any injury resulting to the University to whiclought to give
attention. | shall greatly appreciate any information you can give and also any suggestion
as to the best method of procedure as far as your part of the state is coffterned.

As these letters suggests, President Campbell was defendinggeblddniversity of
Oregoni one which had recently become the target of a skilled propagandist of
guestionable sanity. That propagandist was James Hornet Fullerton, an ornery shadow
from history whose legacy refuses to fade into the background.

Little today is known about him, and that which is known is spectacular in the least.
Apparently Fullerton had first come to Eugene after having escaped from a mental
asylum in Montana, f@Awit hotWponeaivingimbane ecei ved
County he tooko farming, dabbling in muckraking on the side. For years he spent
countless hours admonishing the Eugene Chamber of Commerce for not encouraging the
construction of a loganberry factory in the commufftgimultaneously finding time to
publish a scathimreview of Teddy Roosevelt in the form of a galblished book that
President Campbel]l | ater said defamed @ Mr. R
book which attacks him fPBmt everwasangli eunfi h
that James H. Hertoni then 65yearsold i found his true calling in life when fate
chose to have the body of a whale beach itself on property he owned.

% The four were addressed to the following: Mr. J.C. Conley, Superintendent Wallowa County Schools; Mr.

A.C. Strange, Superintendent of Baker County Schools; Superintendent FA Tieden, Marshfield Oregon;

and Mr. J.E. Myers Superintendent of Crook County Schools.

O Letter toMr. J.C. Conley, 24 April 1918ffice of the President, University of Oregon: File 0BpBox

# 9, Eugene, OR.

" Letter to Mr. J.C. Conley, 24 April 1918

“Marvin Tims, AA dead whal EugénsRegister Guarii5tNbval1970a whi t e el e
3 Letter to Mr. J.C. Conley 4/24/1918
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Already shunned as a crackpot before the tides chose to wash the dewdrseal
onto his shore, the eccentric Fultan actually interpreted the whale carcass as something
of a gift from God. Had he been an Indian and the whale had washed ashore but only
half a century earlier, he probably would have been right. Unfortunately for Fullerton, by
1914 suchviewsweresen as ar chaic and primitive. Mor e
Full ertonds whale desperately began to smell
again and again, was how all the trouble started.

Fullerton believed the carcass had material, intelléetucd perhaps even a kind of

spiritual wvalwue, i f HAspiritual o can be divor
most appropriate thing he could do with the whale carcass was donate it to public

academidt he moder n fAcat he durahdhace was 6f courseghed a y . Th
nearby University of Oregon, which Fullerton believed would find the decaying carcass:

ia fine addition to theécampus. Students cou

whal eds bones coul d evean cbaempusse’dt eaash otuhsee .for a n
In January of 1915, months after the animal had perished, Fullerton finally raised
enough money from Afriends of the whaleodo to
Unfortunately, he had neglected to contact the Universityrédfothering to ship his
donation, whose stench was apparently so incredible that the then 10,000 or so citizens of
Eugene reportedly got the first unwelcome whiff more than a mile before the train even
arrived. Needless to say, the University flatlyeelrd t o accept fAthe gift.
Fullerton was outraged by this snub, not to mention the subsequent lampoons that
appeared in the local papers. In February of 1915 he wrote a scathing letter to Governor
James Withycombe, in which he likely damned every facetdCa mp b el 1s char ac
Campbell later wrote a letter of apology to the governor for the inconvenience. Still,
Fullerton persisted with his donati6h.
On March 3, 1915, Professor C.H. Edmondson of the Department of Zoology wrote
to inform PresidentCanpe | | t hat: Athe 6whale questiond |
The University had finallyifoaytoshrlimugo accept
but only if he first cleaned and deodorized the remains. Fullerton was insistent that the

University©roul d do this and thus a stalemate ensu
clean the skeleton and | have doubts about ¢
complained.

Finally, Fullerton was forced to abandon his prize in an unmarked graveheHuext

t wo years he silently brooded with irrationa

into AThe Great War, 0 an opportunity for rev
The University of Oregoi along with many other public colleges and univesi

was publicly criticized for its decision to maintain German language and literature

programs with taspayer dollars. In a time when Uncle Sam was calling all Americans to

AHalt the Hun, 0 the Universityad®questidanel | ect ua
" Tims
| have been unable to locate said leten | y Presi dent Campbell 6s subsequent

® Letter to Withycombe, 17 Feb. 1916ffice of the President, University of Oregon: File 00005, Box # 6,
Eugene, OR.

" Letter from Edmondson, 3 Mar. 191Gffice of the President, University of Oregon: FileD08, Box # 6,
Eugene, OR.
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and attendance inevitably slackerfdzullerton placed himself at the forefront of this
assault by founding a newspaper callég Oregon Hornetvhose sole purpose was to
fget eveno with the University.
Fullerton spent the entire War pringj his tabloid newspap@in which he made
sensationalist claims against the university and its president. At one point he even
accused him of turning th& Asajtumalidthei nt o fa ho
demonstrated neither scruples nor restramnat even went so far as to charge President
Campbell with embezzl ement. Despite the | un
somehow reverberated across the State, effec
sane individual while prompting Caobell to assemble an dmbc committee of respected
individuals to combat the Hornetds threat
Members of this committee often pledged to eradicate copiesuof | ert onds papert
should they ever emerge in their respective counties. One Campbéell ally
Superntendent Myers of Crook Countyc heer f ul l'y decl ared: #fAThe 6
yet appeared here. I f it doe®8AnbtheWiUlSI retur n
Atty. Clarence Reames of Portlah@rdered Fullerton to discontinue his inflammrato
press and in 1917 even went so far as to bar at least one issue from t/é Sills.

anotheli Superintendent Strange of Baker Couintyr gani zed fiseveral of ¢
ci t i*teforrutate a response. One of those citizens was State Semayer S
Baker County resident who was familiar with

Strange recorded:
The Senator was a member of a committee which criticized the University in certain
respects and he said that he thought that this man coddiaae that fact that he would
be interested in his propaganda against the school. Consequently Mr. Fullerton has sent
Sen. Strayer several copies. Mr. Strayer says that he has read them but has destroyed
them and has not even discussed the matter witbree. He did say, however, that he
thought this man ought to be sued for criminal libel, that he felt that his propaganda
would do harm and that it ought to be stopped in some §tay.

Foll owing Senator Strayer 6s aiasvRullermnwhdo he Uni v
in February of 1919 subsequently became the first man Lane County ever convicted of
criminal libel. Sentenced by Judge G.F. Skipworth to one year in jail, Fullerton was
ultimately allowed to leave after having served only one montmtdiars because the
court chose to take pity on his age and deteriorating health. Thereatfter, Fullerton retired
to private life and the story of his whale all but disappeared from the réords.
Just how much damage UO actually sustained by refusing talabaéhe German
programg hat subsequently fed the flames of Full
assessment is that it failed to compromise UO-@nmn survival, not to mention

"8 Though this is probably because many students withdrew with the intention to enlist and fight, rather
than to protest the actions of the U.

"9 Which, surprisingly, sold reasonably well in Lane County.

8t being 1917 at théme these charges were made, Fullerton was essentially accusing the University of
collaboration with the enemy.

8 Letter from Myers, 27 April 1918, Office of the President, University of Oregon: File 00005, Box # 9,
Eugene, OR.

8 Tims

8 Letter from Strang, 26 April 1918, Letter from Myers, 27 April 1918, Office of the President, University
of Oregon: File 00005, Box # 9, Eugene, OR.

8 |_etter from Strange, 26 April 1918

8 Tims
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President Campbell 6s reputati osintheri@Gampbel | h
but also because he had been able to use the whale to discredit Fullerton and thereby

redeem both himself and the University from libelous accusatialierton may have

been | ying about UOOGs embezzl| bythebane and t hus
County court, but it was ultimately the credibility of his saiiigys called into question

by President Campbell and others via the whale incidémat earned Fullerton a more

meaningful conviction in the court of public opinion. Were it foo the whale, Fullerton

probably still would have gone to jail, but UO might still have been targeted for its

support of German studies. Instead, the whale provided the public with a happy

distraction that ultimately obscured the real issue whichbadst er ed Ful | ert onéo

in the first place. As Superintendent Strange recalled:
| remember very distinctly the difference over the placing of the skeleton of the whale on
the campus. | remember that the newspapers made a good deal of fun of diséiprop
and no doubt that Mr. Fullerton concluded that this ridicule of him and his proposition
was inspired by the University faculf.

Underneath the humorous and indeed irrational circumstances that characterized this
rather obscure incident from Paciflorthwest history is an important and perhaps
overl ooked observation about t hieisaftengi onds cu
raked by inflamed emotions asdemingly unrelategolitics. Throughout the century,
similar phenomenon would repedtedesurface whenever a Northwest whale happened
to die a seemingly Aunnatur®incetrodpecit h t hat r e
would therefore be fitting to designate Lane County Oregon as the cradle of the Pacific
Nort hwestds modern whale culture.

SECTION V
THE EXPLODING WHALE

No history of whale carcass disposal would be complete without the Oregon
Exploding Whale of 1970. Few incidents in cetacean disposal history have inspired more
earnest requests for fAr edbeaghbheardloréncee han what
While some have tried to justify what happened, most prefer to revel in the humor hind
sight offers.
By November of 1970, the Pacific Northwest had already accumulated a rich, albeit,
largely unrecognized history of whale carcassaish But on the twelfth of that month
T a day which will forever live in infamy an incident occurred on an obscure beach in
Oregon that would keep a disbelieving world speechless for the next 37 years. As
KATUOGs P a uilthe moshfamouws journalito document that evehtwould later

say in his memoirs:
There was certainly no way we could have known upon arriving in this peaceful
community on the Oregon Coast that, in a few hours, both of us would be running for our
lives, trying to escape the éney and potentially lethal pieces of whale blubber that rained
from the sky. Nor could we anticipate that this one news story would be with us forever

8 |etter from Strange, 26 April 1918

87 Steve Hackstadt, founder of TheExplodinisfle.com websitéhas reportedly received death threats

from Save the Whales activists who apparently misunderstand his interest in the exploding whale of 1970

and mistakenly believe that both he blew the whale up and that, in fact, the whale wasestithaln it
wasdynamited nei t her of which are true. (See: Bob Wel ch, 7
Eugene Register Guartlo Nov. 2005.)
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and, in some ways, define our careers. And how could we ever have foreseen that for the
next three deafes and more, people around the wérlddividuals, government

organizations, and officials of all kindswould want us to tell them about Oregos

exploding whale?Was it true, they demanded to know, or was this another of those

our ban | e df&mdactaady happemnet, they were always quick to ask, could

we see the video to8’

The video, however, is an imperfect presentation of the people and events that culminated
in that cataclysmic explosion: andepth background is necessary to falppreciate the
supposed madness.
On an unspecified ddtéin the fall of 1970, a 45 foot, 30 ton spewhale;° washed
upon the shores of the tiny Lane County town of Florence Oregon. As in days before,
when i ndigenous Nor t hwalses, erowdseof pgoplefiome d FI or en
across Lane Countythis time predominantly White Angldsflocked to the shore in
what became an impromptu revival of whale carcass cultural exchange. For weeks, the
mood on Florencebs beac bsphermforesvicichmcany hat of a
respects resembled the spontaneous whale culture exchanges of the previous century.
The novelty of the carcass even revived old habits that had long been abandoned,
including scavenging® There were, however, at least two nedditions to this very real
form of whale culture exchange: explosives and the media.
The former was ultimately employed by the Oregon Department of Transportation
(ODOTY?*t 0 di spose of the whal edsODOEdeaidechs via h.
onths pl an of action onl vy afadgam, thetradgionalme | | of
Whiteman6és obj ecti on t 0besamasuch ancesrenceansssncatdo s p o s a |
the people of Florence that ODOT was pressur
Thechore fell to George Thorton, an ODOT engineer with a history of competency that
was undermined only by his lack of leadership experiéhce.
It had been years since a whale had washed ashore in Lane County; so long in fact
t hat Ful |l er t omérsmay hatetbeemthelaSt brie. No pree evas quite sure
how to get rid of it and failing to see any obvious practical solution to remove the body,
Thorton decided to contact the US Navy. It was only after speaking with Naval officials
that he resolved tose dynamité?
Thus the latter forcé the medid came into the picture. In the time of Lewis and
Clark, the closest thing to a fAmediaodo for wh
trade, informed them that a whale had landed nearby. But @&btips of Discovery
made the journey to Fort Clatsop on November 12, 1970, and decided to turn south to

8 Linnman, p12

8t is believed that the whale was dead for several days before it was discovered.

“Which was mistakenly identified as a gray whale at the time.

% Several years later, astillshelhocked journal i st istetacheddeydvithtah at : A So me
chain saw even cut away the bottom jaw, apparently hoping to make a killing in thé ivosy d.ary o

Bacon, iBeached whEademe:Regbtbr&Suarti Koe. 1995 o ws , 0

%2 Then called the State Highway Commission.

% Prior to the exploding whale, he had never supervised a demolidonthat it really mattered, as no

one really knes how to deal with the situation at the time.

% Though whether or not the Nygpecified exactly how much dynaméibould be used is uncertain.

Indeed, Thorton openly saysinavidkem ped i nterview prior to detonati on:
work. The only thing is webre not sure just exactly ho
thing, so the scavengers, seagulls, and crabs anénwhd@t can cl ean it up. o0

http://www.theexplodingwhale.com/evidence/resources/transcript/
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